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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of daim 1 -20 in the reply filed on 8/1 6/2004 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the method is inherent in the 
apparatus - no further search would be required. This Is not found persuasive because 
the method requires a die, a panel with an opening, and requires deformation of the 
radial flange portion, all of which are not in the apparatus claims. These are not 
required by claims 1-20, the locator stud apparatus. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. This application contains claims 21 -26 drawn to an invention nonelected with 
traverse in the reply filed on 8/16/2004. A complete reply to the final rejection must 
include cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) 
SeeMPEP§821.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent'unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year priorto the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ladoucuer USP 5868535, hereafter called 535 patent. 

Re claim 1 : The 535 patent teaches in Figs 1 -3 and col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 51 a 
locator stud capable of attachment to a panel, comprising a radial flange (24) having an 
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annular end face (42) and an axial generally conical recess opening through said 

annular end face (36) with a major diameter at said annular end face, and a 
generally cylindrical shank portion (both 22 and 28 meet this limitation) integral with and 
extending 



axially from said flange coaxially aligned with said recess having a diameter less than 
said flange. 

Re claim 2: Said radial flange includes at least one radial projection preventing 
rotation of said stud in a panel. This projection is shown as the flaring out sections in 


Fig 2. 

Re claim 3: A plurality of projections is shown in Fig 2. 
Re claim 4: the plurality of planar surfaces (44) between circumferentially 
spaced radial projections are best seen in Fig 1 . 
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Re claims 5-6: The faistocdnical surfaces extending radially outwardly from said 
annular end face is best seen in Fig 3 as the conical section between "42" and "24" at 
the lower left portion of the figure. 

Re claim 7: A plurality of projections is shown in Fig 2. 

Re claim 8: the plurality of planar surfaces (44) between circumferentially 
spaced radial projections are best seen in Fig 1. 

Re claim 9: a planar end face is shown as "44" in Fig 1 . 

Re claim 10: said generally conical recess 36 has a planar end wall (the end wall 
has two planes slightly angled and meeting In the center, as shown in Fig. 3. Either can 
be considered a planar end wall) 

Re claim 11 : The 535 patent teaches In Figs 1 -3 and col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 51 
a locator stud capable of attachment to a panel, comprising a body portion including a 
radial flange (24) having an annular end face (42) and an axial generally conical recess 

opening through said annular end face (36) with a major diameter at said annular 
end face, and a frustoconical outer surface extending radially outwardly from said 
annular end face is best seen in Fig 3 as the conical section between "42" and "24" at 
the lower left portion of the figure. A generally cylindrical shank portion (both 22 and 28 
meet this limitation) integral with and extending axially from said flange coaxially aligned 
with said recess having a diameter less than said flange is shown in Fig 1 . 

Re claim 12: A flange portion including a polygonal outer surface adjacent the 
frustoconical surface is seen in Figs 1-3. 
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Re claim 13: Said radial flange includes at least one radial projection preventing 
rotation of said stud in a panel. This projection is shown as the flaring out sections in 


Re claim 14: A plurality of projections projecting from comer portions of 
polygonal outer surface are shown in Fig 2. 

Re claim 15: the plurality of planar surfaces (44) between circumferentially 
spaced radial projections are best seen in Fig 1 . 

Re claim 16: radial projections each including planar generally radially extending 
side faces are shown as "44" in Fig 1 . Sides and ends have not been specifically 
defined and are considered interchangeable temns. 

Re claim 17: said generally conical recess 36 has a planar end wall (the end wall 
has two planes slightly angled and meeting in the center, as shown in Fig. 3. Either can 
be considered a planar end wall). 

Re claim 18: The 535 patent teaches in Figs 1-3 and col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 51 
a locator stud capable of attachment to a panel, comprising a body portion including a 
radial flange (24) portion having a plurality of circumferentially spaced radial projections 
(projections end at planar section 44 Fig 1 and 2), an annular end face (42) and an axial 

generally conical recess opening through said annular end face (36) f A with a major 
diameter at said annular end face. A generally cylindrical shank portion (both 22 and 28 
meet this limitation) integral with and extending axially from said flange coaxially aligned 
with said recess having a diameter less than said flange is shown in Fig 1 . 
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Re claim 19: Said radial flange portion includes a frustoconical surface 
extending radially outwardly from said annular end face is best seen in Fig 3 as the 
conical section between "42" and "24" at the lower left portion of the figure. 

Re claim 20: Said radial flange portion includes a plurality of planar outer 
surfaces (44) between circumferentially spaced radial projections defining a polygonal 
outer surface are shown in Figs 1-2.Said plurality of circumferentially spaced radial 
projections extend from comers of said polygonal surface (Fig 1 and 2). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katharine W Mitchell whose telephone number is 703- 
305-671 3. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon t Thurs 1 0 AM - 8 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on 703-306-41 15. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , ^ r\ 
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